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LIVING LIFE GOD S WAY 

By Marius Gradwell                                                                                                       5 December 2021 
(Message preached @ CCA on Sunday, 28 November) 

 

LIVING LIFE GOD S WAY 
 

THAT IS WHAT WISDOM IS  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

James in a Nutshell: It highlights the need to practice our faith by living life as a reflection of our 

inward beliefs. 
 

Practically: The Book of James helps us shape the decisions we make in life. 

Illustration: When we play soccer the objective is to get the ball into the net, we call it a goal. It 
should be easy; the ball is relatively small in comparison to the size of the net. What makes it 
difficult to score a goal is the fact that there is an opposing team that makes it difficult for us to 
score a goal and they might even score a goal against us if we are not careful. 
 

The goal of the Christian life: Is to become like Jesus and to obey and please our Heavenly 
Father! But we have an opposing force that wants to stop and hinder us from scoring goals. He 
makes use of trials and temptations. 
 
The Book of James is written to impart the necessary wisdom to live . That is to 
demonstrate our faith in Jesus by the way we live in a real and practical way.  
 
But have you noticed? 
 

 The Cross is not mentioned once. 

 The Resurrection is not mentioned once. 

 Jesus is only mentioned twice in passing. 

 Lots of commands: 60 commands out of 108 verses. 
 

So, where is Jesus and His Gospel in the Book of James? 
 

THE MIRROR YOU LOOK INTO  
(YOUR NATURAL FACE OR THE PERFECT LAW OF LIBERTY) 
 

James says: (1:22-25 ESV)  But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.  For if 

anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face 

in a mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. But the one 

who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a 

doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 
 

The perfect law of liberty = a reference to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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THERE IS A LAW THAT LEADS TO BONDAGE AND THERE IS A LAW THAT LEADS TO FREEDOM 
 

Illustration: Do you know a person that lives a wise, godly, victorious, fruitful, and happy life? 

Someone you admire. Suppose you go to that person and ask him/her to give you the secret 

or keys to their life. That person will start to share with you the things you must do and the 

things you must avoid doing. These instructions will not be seen as a list of rules and regulations 

but rather as a treasure of wisdom, when obeyed will produce the same fruitful results in your 

life. 
 

THIS IS HOW WE MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS  
 

Matthew 28:18-20 ESV  And Jesus came and said to them, 
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold,  
 

James is doing exactly that. Teaching us to observe all that Jesus commanded us to do  
 

THE PREACHING VOICE OF JESUS IN THE BOOK OF JAMES 
 

James weaves Jesus' teaching into the very fabric of his instruction. James draws from the 

Sermon on the Mount as recorded in Matthew 5-7.  
 

Let me illustrate: 
 

1. Rejoice and be glad in your trials 
 

Matthew 5:10-11 

kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds 

 
 

James 1:2   
 

2. Be perfect and complete 
 

Matthew 5:48  
 

James 1:4 lacking 

  
 

3. Ask and Receive 
 

Matthew 7:7-11 

opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who 

knocks it will be opened. Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? 

Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good 

gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those 

 
 

James 1:5, 17 

reproach, and it will be given him. . . . Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming 

  

James 4:2-3 

fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because 
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4. Avoid sinful anger 
 

Matthew 5:22 

judgment; whoever insults his brother will be 

  
 

James 1:20   
 

5. Be doers, not just hearers of the Word 
 

Matthew 7:24-27 these words of mine and does them will be like a wise 

man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew 

and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. And everyone 

who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his 

house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against 

 
 

James 1:22   
 

6. Kingdom 
 

Matthew 5:3, 5 

 
 

James 2:5 

be rich in faith and heirs  
 

7. The necessity of righteousness 
 

Matthew 5:20 

 
 

James 2:10, 12 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all 
of it. (12)  So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty.  

 

8. Mercy to the merciful 
 

Matthew 5:7   
 

James 2:13 

 
 

9. Recognise them by their fruits 
 

Matthew 7:16 se them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or 

 
 

James 3:12 

 

 

10. Blessed are the peacemakers 
 

Matthew 5:9  
 

James 3:18   
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11. You cannot serve God and be friends with the world 
 

Matthew 6:24 

or he will be   
 

James 4:4 

God? Therefore  
 

12. Be slow to judge 
 

Matthew 7:1-5 

will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you. Why do you see the speck 

hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out 

  
 

James 4:11-12 

brother or judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the 

law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. There is only one lawgiver and judge, he who is able 

 
 

13.  
 

Matthew 6:34 

itself. Sufficient for the day is its own   
 

James 4:13-14 

yet you do not know what tomorrow 

will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears f  
 

14. Do not lay-up treasures on earth where moth and rust destroy 
 

Matthew 6:19 

  
 

James 5:2-5 -eaten. Your gold and silver 

have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You 

have laid up treasure in the last days. Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, 

which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you, and the cries of the harvesters have 

reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. 

You have fattened your hearts in a d  
 

15. Do not swear oaths 
 

Matthew 5:33-37 

at all  
 

James 5:12 
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JAMES CONTINUES TO SHARE GOD S WISDOM WITH PRACTICAL INSTRUCTION 
 

 How to deal with temptation 

 Do not show partiality and favouritism. 

 Control your Tongue 

 Envy in our hearts. 

 Pride that brings strife. 

 Practical Prayer 

 Etc. 

 

QUESTION: HOW WILL I BE ABLE TO LIVE THIS LIFE JESUS AND JAMES INSTRUCT ME TO LIVE? 
 

ANSWER:  
 

1.  
 

James 1:5-8 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all 

without reproach, and it will be given him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the 

one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. For that person 

must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, 

unstable in all his ways.  
 

2. You cannot do it in your own strength   
 

James 1:21 ESV   
 

W out the faith life James commands us to 

live. It cannot be done in our strength. 
 

Therefore, the proper approach to the obedient Christian life is not a life of just trying harder 

all the time, but a life of becoming who we are in Christ! 
 

The Word is implanted  Receive It  It will produce the fruit of Righteousness. 
 

3. Embrace Father  discipline of His children. (His Word and What we go through) 
 

James also puts to rest the idea that one can become a Christian and yet continue living in 
sin, exhibiting no fruit of righteousness. Good works are not the cause of salvation, but they 
are the result of it. 
 

Hebrews 12:4-11 TPT  After all, you have not yet reached the point of sweating blood in your 

opposition to sin.  (5)  And have you forgotten his encouraging words spoken to you as his 

children? He said, 

evidence of his faithful love. And when he draws you to himself, it proves you are his delightful 

father does for his children. For who has ever heard of a child who never had to be corrected?  (8)  

that we respect our earthly fathers even though they corrected and disciplined us? Then we should 

demonstrate an even greater respect for God, our spiritual Father, as we submit to his life-giving 

discipline.  (10)  Our parents corrected us for the short time of our childhood as it seemed good to 

them. But God corrects us throughout our lives for our own good, giving us an invitation to share 

his holiness.  (11)  Now all discipline seems to be more pain than pleasure at the time, yet later it 

will produce a transformation of character, bringing a harvest of righteousness and peace to 

those who yield to it. 
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APPLICATION 

1. How did studying through the Book of James help you with your walk with God? What 

nuggets of wisdom did you gain? 
 

2. What do you think James means when he says in James 1: 21 

? 
 

3. Why does our loving Heavenly Father discipline us? And how does He discipline us? 

 

 

Assistance:  

If you need prayer or assistance, please contact our pastoral care line 072 986 4368 or one of 
our pastors directly. 
 
To join a community group, contact Marli (072 986 4368) or Jen (084 308 5185) or one of our 
community group leaders directly. To see the groups on our website: 
http://christiancentre.co.za/community.html#groups 

 

 

http://christiancentre.co.za/community.html#groups

